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www.BRCLL.com                                828-694-1740 

 

To register online, go to BRCLL.com  
Please note that while we welcome walk-ins with exact fees/credit card (pending late class cancellations  

and space availability), mailed in registrations should be received at least a week in advance.  
Online registrations can occur up to the day before the course. 

Neolithic Revolution 
 
1 Session 
Wednesday 
March 6 
  
1p.m. — 3 p.m. 
BRCC - Room 233 
Sink Building 
  
Fee: $30 
 
CSP-CCLL 018 
75395 
 
 
 

The Neolithic Period of human culture began 10,000 

years ago in the Middle East and later in other parts 

of the world. It is characterized by the beginning of 

farming, the domestication of animals, the develop-

ment of crafts such as pottery and weaving, and the 

making of polished stone tools. It is marked by the 

transition in human history from small, nomadic 

bands of hunter-gatherers to larger, agricultural set-

tlements and early civilization. The Neolithic Period 

is generally considered to end for any particular region with the introduction of 

metalworking, writing, or other developments of urban civilization. 

Recent discoveries, however, have caused a reevaluation of the supposed line-

ar progression of the Neolithic Revolution. The class will explore these new dis-

coveries and what they mean to the modern world. 

James Brewer received his doctorate and Masters from Florida State Universi-

ty in Classical Archaeology. He received his BS in Anthropology and Cultural 

Geography from LSU. Archaeology studies the material remains of previous 

cultures. James is a native of Louisiana and grew up near Poverty Point, an 

UNESCO World Heritage site. This proximity gave rise to his curiosity about the 

world and how ancient cultures developed and continue to influence the world 

today. James has excavated at sites in the US, Italy, Greece and Egypt, rang-

ing from Neolithic to the 19th Century. He brings a wealth of knowledge and 

personal experiences to his classes.   

  

http://www.brcll.com
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Register online for BRCLL classes! 

 
Please go to www.BRCLL.com and click on REGISTER FOR CLASSES 
box. 

 

• You don’t have to worry if your registration will be received on time. 

• You receive immediate confirmation that you are enrolled in the class. 

• You don’t have to pay postage.  

• No checks to reconcile. 
 

BRCLL continues to accept the paper enrollment forms and checks. 
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Real Pirates of the  
Caribbean 
2 Sessions 
Tuesdays 
March 12 & 19 
  
1p.m. — 3 p.m. 
BRCC - Room 233 
Sink Building 
  
Fee: $40 
 
 
 
CSP-CCLL 094 
73564 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This 2-week course opens with the earliest era of pirating, as seen by Homer, 
continuing with a pirate’s job description, then the rewards and punishments of 
being a pirate, and wraps up with the famed pirate havens, both male and   
female, some well-known and some obscure, covering late 17th century 
through the late 18th century. Are there pirates today? 
 
Paula Withrow has a master’s degree in history from Colorado State Universi-
ty. While she has not found direct lineage to pirates, she has a love for any-
thing historical, especially the adventurous aspect of history. Paula has taught 
several well-received courses for BRCLL. 

http://www.brcll.com
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Midsummer’s Night 
Dream 
2 Sessions 
Wednesdays 
March 13 & 20 
  
1p.m. — 3 p.m. 
BRCC - Room 233 
Sink Building 
  
Fee: $40 
 
CSP-CCLL 092 
73560 
 

Four mismatched lovers run off into 
a magic forest; the lovers, along with 
an unsuspecting theater group cross 
paths with the Faerie Queen and King 
who are facing their own domestic 
turmoil. Misguided passion mixes 
with magic spells gone awry as this 
romantic comedy blurs the lines be-
tween order and disorder, reality and 
illusion - turning love and marriage 
on their heads in a comical knot that 
cannot be untangled till morning.  
 

We will discuss the puzzling complexity of love: is it absurd, irrational, delu-
sional - a transfiguration doomed to be momentary? Yet at the same time it 
constitutes the proper foundation for a lifelong commitment to another human 
being. The play, after all, opens as a royal wedding is about to begin.  
 
Come to class with a copy of the text and be familiar with it. There are several 
film versions of the play: the one featuring Michelle Pfeiffer as Titania is par-
ticularly charming.    
 

Susanne Kimball is a retired literature professor, having received her Ph.D. 
in Comparative Literature from UCSD in San Diego and having taught world 
literature on all levels both at UCSD and UTSA in San Antonio. Since relocat-
ing to Asheville, she has taught literature courses at BRCLL and Olli, as well 
as being a docent for the Asheville Art Museum. She was a feature writer for 
WNCWoman and hopes to write For Bold Life in the future. 

1962 Cuban Missile 
Crisis* 
 
2 Sessions 
Mondays 
March 18 & 25 
  
10 a.m. — Noon 
BRCC - Room 233 
Sink Building/Zoom 
  
Fee: $40 
 
CSP-CCLL 005 
74615 

In 1962 the US and the Soviet Union 
came close to nuclear war. Since Graham 
Allison’s “The Essence of Decision,” previ-
ously undisclosed material is now public. 
The complete story is more frightening 
and is increasingly relevant as Russia and 
North Korea threaten the use of these 
horrific weapons. Over the decades, the 
fear of these weapons has dulled and 
needs re-awakening. 
 

Session 1: The 1960’s strategic environment; The importance of Berlin; Ken-
nedy’s campaign against Nixon claimed there was a Missile Gap. What was the 
actual gap?; The impact of the failed Bay of Pigs invasion of Cuba; When the 
US detected missile activity in Cuba, what was already in Cuba and what was 
on the way? What were the real risks of nuclear war? 
 
Session 2: Khrushchev’s plan; The key participants and their approaches; 
The crisis timeline May - Nov 1962; Debates within ExCom (Executive Com-
mittee of the National Security Council): The push to invade Cuba; Bobby 
Kennedy’s secret mission; Crisis resolution. 
 
John Plant earned his Ph.D. degree in 2018 from George Mason University’s 
Shar School of Policy and Government. His dissertation centered on national 
policies to mitigate and adapt to population decline and migration in Eastern 
Europe. Plant served in the army from 1972 to 2001, retiring as a Colonel. He 
then served as a defense advisor to the Czech Republic and later in the US 
defense sector. Plant moved to Asheville in 2013 where he also teaches at 
OLLI UNC-A and presents for the World Affairs Council of NC. 
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Cracking the          
Singapore Code 
 
1 Session 
Wednesday 
March 27 
  
10 a.m. — Noon 
BRCC - Room 233 
Sink Building 
  
Fee: $30 
 
CSP-CCLL 007 
74904 

A land of contradictions and para-
doxes, Singapore is both the rich-
est country in Asia and the most 
successful authoritarian political 
system in the world. It has      
combined capitalism with big gov-
ernment and has one of the most 
educated populations worldwide; 
but it also has very restricted me-
dia: print, broadcast, and social. 
Individual freedoms and rights are 

curtailed, but Singaporeans are free to travel, study and emigrate wherever 
and whenever they want. It also has one of the highest life-expectancy rates, 
one of the lowest crime rates, and is among the most expensive places to live 
on the planet. This course will explain these contradictions and paradoxes. 
Let’s crack the Singapore code!  

Surain Subramaniam is Professor of International and Asian Studies at UNC
-Asheville, where he has been on the faculty for over 20 years. He holds a 
B.A. in International Studies and Political Economy from Muhlenberg College 
in Allentown, Pennsylvania, and an M.A. and Ph.D. in International Studies 
from the University of South Carolina. His research and teaching focuses on 
the linkages between development, governance, democracy, and dissent in 
Asia, specifically in East and Southeast Asia. Dr. Subramaniam has also been 
a featured speaker at the Great Decisions lectures. 

Introduction to Japan 
 
2 Sessions 
Wednesdays 
April 3 & 10 
  
10 a.m. — Noon 
BRCC - Room 233 
Sink Building 
  
Fee: $40 
 
CSP-CCLL 004 
73963 

Indulge in the captivating allure of Japan, a realm of ceaseless fascination. 
From the neon-lit streets of Tokyo to the centuries-old temples of Kyoto,   
Japan offers something for everyone. Nippon is a world of remarkable para-
doxes, where Zen temples and age-old traditions coexist harmoniously with 
avant-garde technologies and pop culture. A panorama of fluorescent skylines 
and lightning-fast bullet trains transport you from ultramodern cityscapes to 
timeworn castles and serene bamboo groves. There’s even a grand Godzilla 
hotel.  
 
This informal two-part class delves into the essence of Japan, daily life and 
professional landscape. We will cover cultural insights, etiquette guidelines, 
essential greetings, a unique educational structure, sumo wrestling, the   
Samurai world, performing arts, the family and culinary tapestry. We will de-
mystify the geisha, explain the Japanese communication style and dispel 
common misconceptions.  
 
Dave Tanenbaum considers his 14 years in Japan to be the highlight of his 
life. He worked as Director of Employee Development at Marine Corps Com-
munity Services, where half of the staff were Japanese. Dave designed and 
facilitated professional development classes to help Americans understand 
Japanese values and customs so they could avoid misunderstandings and 
make the most of their time in Japan. Topics included cultural awareness and 
how to work with Japanese colleagues. 
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Looking for more personal          
enrichment classes?  

 Be sure to check out the wide     
variety of Learning for Leisure offerings 
from Blue Ridge Community College.  

Visit  www.blueridge.edu and search   

“personal enrichment”  
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Berlin 1933* 
 
1 Session 
Tuesday 
April 9  
  
10 a.m. — Noon 
BRCC - Room 233 
Sink Building/ZOOM 
  
Fee: $30 
 
CSP-CCLL 087 
73399 

The Ascent of Women 
Artists 
 
1 Session 
Monday 
April 15 
  
1 p.m. — 3 p.m. 
BRCC - Room 233 
Sink Building 
  
Fee: $30 
 
CSP-CCLL 019 
75506 

The time is 1933, the place Berlin, when Wil-
liam E. Dodd becomes America's first ambas-
sador to Hitler's Germany at a turning point 
in history. This course is based on Erik Lar-
son’s book In The Garden of Beasts. 
 
Stacie Dotson, retired English teacher, his-
tory buff, prolific reader and lifelong learner, 
is a product of Transylvania County public 
schools, a Western Carolina University gradu-
ate, a National Board-Certified teacher, and a 
Holocaust education professional. With a life-

long interest in the Holocaust and World War II, she has studied at NCCAT, 
the US Holocaust Memorial Museum, Israel's Yad Vashem, Pearl Harbor, and 
primary sites of WWII and the Holocaust. Stacie is a Volunteer Director on the 
Program Planning Committee for the NC Council on the Holocaust. She has 
presented workshops about the Holocaust and World War II. 
 
Stacie teaches literature through a historical lens because the humanities re-
flect the events of the day. Words, music and art often record the creator's 
impressions, thoughts and feelings on what is happening around them. From 
seemingly mundane daily routines, to the cries of a generation, and every-
thing in between, these creations become lessons from history. 

Historically, painting and the fine arts have been domi-
nated exclusively by male artists. Women were not 
mentioned in many of the standard Art History 
books. Art schools were not open to women enroll-
ments. Museums rarely displayed or held exhibits 
of women's art. But that has changed! Our 2-hour 
course will explore the great women artists who have 
influenced the transformation of societal attitudes about 
the Great works of female artists. Our study will include 
the fine art works of Georgia O'Keeffe, Mary Cas-
satt, Elizabeth Louise Vigie Le Brun, Artemisia        
Gentileschi, Augusta Savage, Laura Wheeler Waring 
and more. Please join us for an interesting and         

informative lecture that will expand and enrich your appreciation 
for Women's Art Masterpieces.  

Ari Landau has been a teacher most of his life. He has always included liber-
al arts in his history classes including art, paintings, architecture, music, phi-
losophy and literature. His European tours with his students included attend-
ance at concerts, symphonies, operas and ballets. Ari is a certified Docent at 
the Dallas Museum of Art and has earned his BS, MA and JD degrees. For the 
past six years he has taught in the OLLI program at UNCA. His greatest joy is 
to share journeys of music and art. 
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Fission & Fusion 
 
2 Sessions 
Mondays 
April 22 & 29 
  
10 a.m. — Noon 
BRCC - Room 233 
Sink Building 
  
Fee: $40 
 
CSP-CCLL 015 
75359 

Questions to Ask Re:  
Elder Law* 
 
1 Session 
Tuesday 
April 23 
  
10 a.m. — Noon 
BRCC - Room 233 
Sink Building/ZOOM 
  
Fee: $30 
 
CSP-CCLL 006 
74900 

When more people understand fission and the relationships between nuclear 

power and nuclear weapons, the world will be safer, and the message behind 

the movie “Oppenheimer” will be clearer! Fusion is another matter, with fu-

sion good for power (if we ever can do it) and terrible for weapons. Add to 

your understanding of things atomic! 

Session 1: Fission. What is fission? How do fission reactors work to produce 

electricity? What is good about fission reactors? What is bad? Why is enrich-

ing reactor fuel controversial? How can the same fission produce an atomic 

bomb? What is the role of atomic bombs in the world today? 

Session 2: Fusion. What is fusion? How would fusion reactors work to pro-

duce electricity? What would be good about fusion reactors? What would be 

bad? Are fusion reactors connected to fusion bombs? What is the role of fu-

sion bombs in the world today? 

As a reminder of who the physicist Oppenheimer was, he led the top-secret 

Manhattan Project, developing and designing the atomic bomb. 

Dot Sulock taught full-time in the Mathematics Department at UNCA for 40 
years and has taught extensively for OLLI since its inception. Dot taught this 
class for OLLI, Highland Farms, and Givens Estate where it was very well re-
ceived. 

This course addresses questions you might not know to ask about legal issues 
as you age, such as: 
 

 What plans should I have in place, in case I can’t advocate for my-
self due to incapacity from a stroke or dementia?   

 What can my bank do if they suspect I am being exploited or de-
frauded?   

 Who can my doctor call if he/she thinks my cognition is declining? 

 How might I avoid probate without the need for a complex and ex-
pensive trust? 

 How can I preserve assets in the event I need long term care? 
 

Caroline Knox is a Board-Certified Elder Law Attorney in Hendersonville. The 
founder of Knox Law, she focuses on elder law, estate planning and admin-
istration, with an emphasis on special needs trusts and planning tools for    
clients with disabilities. Caroline advises clients on guardianship, Medicaid and 
how to preserve assets to qualify for benefits and pass an inheritance onto  

future generations. 

Understand Your   
Shoulder 
 
1 Session 
Tuesday 
April 30 
  
1 p.m. — 3 p.m. 
BRCC - Room 233 
Sink Building 
  
Fee: $30 
 
CSP-CCLL 010 
75019 

This lecture will give attendees a clear understanding of 

how the shoulder works, what can go wrong, how to  

recognize red flags requiring treatment, and how to  

prevent injuries.   

 

Suzanne Hall is an orthopedic surgeon and Fellowship 
Trained Shoulder Specialist. She strongly believes that 
teaching the nonoperative and operative treatment of 
shoulder problems to other medical professionals and to 

the community can improve the level of care and raise the level of discussion 
during medical visits for this important and complex joint.   
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PAYMENT INFORMATION 
 

Credit Card payments are not permitted by phone or fax. Form must be mailed in or register online here. 
 

 

Total Amount Enclosed: $___________ 
 
 

     _____Check           _____Cash           _____VISA           _____MC          _______AMEX  

  

Card Number __________-__________-__________-_________  Expiration Date ___/__  _  Security Code _______ 
 
 

Card Holder Name (Please Print):             

 
 
 

Signature:               
By signing you agree to receive e-mailings from BRCLL. You may unsubscribe at any time using the “Unsubscribe” link on all e-mailings we send. 

ONE FORM PER PERSON - The information in this box is required by the college. 
 
 

NOTE - CLASS CONFIRMATIONS ARE SENT ONLY IF YOU REGISTER ONLINE. 

 

Name:            Phone:  ________  
  Last   First   MI 
 

Address:              
                   Street    City    State/ZIP 

 
Email (Required):              
 

The following information is required by NC State Board of Community Colleges. 
 
 

Employment Status:    Full Time ____       Part Time ____     Retired ____       Do Not Work ____ 
 
 

Highest Level of Education:   High School ____   2-Year College ____    4-Year College ____    Higher ____ 

 

 

SIGNATURE: _            Date of Birth:     

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

Student ID #       Receipt#       

To register online click here , go to “Course Code Number” box, enter CSP-CCLL, then click SEARCH for BRCLL courses. 

If mailing, mark circles indicating your course registration choices. All requests to drop classes must be in writing 

(email/mail) and received BEFORE the start of the course.  Only classes in red, with *, can be Zoomed. All Zoom classes 

use the same meeting ID: 573 9093 090 and the same passcode: BRCLL.  

REGISTRATION #3: Mail this form or register online at BRCLL.COM 

Mail registration to: 

Blue Ridge Center for Lifelong Learning, 180 West Campus Drive, Flat Rock NC 28731 
 

For courses, each member must enroll individually, one form per person. You may write one check for all courses made payable to Blue Ridge Community College, “BRCC.” 
Unless you are notified to the contrary, your registration has been accepted. Refunds must be requested in writing before a course begins. No refunds will be issued after a 
course begins. Pursuant to College Procedure 8.1.1 Blue Ridge Community College reserves the right to use photographs, motion pictures and electronic images of students who 
are age 18 or older for marketing and promotional purposes. Objection to the use of an individual's photograph in such a manner may be made in writing to the Blue Ridge Com-
munity College Director, Marketing and Communications. 

73963 

CSP-CCLL 004 

Introduction to Japan 
W, 4/3 &10 
10-Noon             Sink 233 

 
$40 

 

73399 

CSP-CCLL 087 

Berlin 1933* 
T, 4/9 
10-Noon           Sink 233/ZOOM 

 
$30 

 

75506 

CSP-CCLL 019 

The Ascent of Women Artists 
M, 4/15 
1-3pm                 Sink 233 

 
$30 

 

75359 

CSP-CCLL 015 

Fission and Fusion 
M, 4/22 &29   
10–Noon               Sink 233 

 
$30 

 

74900 

CSP-CCLL 006 

Questions to Ask Re: Elder Law* 
T, 4/23 
10-Noon             Sink 233/Zoom 

 
$30 

 

75019 

CSP-CCLL 010 

Understand Your Shoulder 
T, 4/30    
1–3pm               Sink 233 

 
$30 

 

75395 

CSP-CCLL 018 

Neolithic Revolution 
W, 3/6 
1-3pm                 Sink 233 

 
$30 

 

73564 

CSP-CCLL 094 

Real Pirates of the Caribbean 
T, 3/12 & 19 
1-3pm                 Sink 233 

 
$40 

 

73560 

CSP-CCLL 092 

Midsummer’s Night Dream 
W, 3/13 & 20 
1-3pm                   Sink 233 

 
$40 

 

74615 

CSP-CCLL 005 

1962 Cuban Missile Crisis* 
M, 3/18 & 25 
10-Noon             Sink 233/Zoom 

 
$40 

 

74904 

CSP-CCLL 007 

Cracking the Singapore Code! 
W, 3/27   
10-Noon                Sink 233 

 
$30 

 

https://ss-prod.cloud.blueridge.edu/Student/InstantEnrollment/
https://ss-prod.cloud.blueridge.edu/Student/InstantEnrollment/
http://www.brcll.com
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Miscellaneous 

 
Mission 

We are committed to nurturing intellects, inspiring imaginations, and expanding the horizons 
of adult lifelong learners. 

   
Vision 

 Through our educational and culturally diverse offerings and opportunities, we expand the minds 
and inspire the imaginations of our adult lifelong learning participants plus enhance the quality 

of life in our community. 
 

   Values 
 We are inclusive. In all that BRCLL does, we create an atmosphere that is welcoming and open to 

all who want to benefit from and enjoy our programs and services. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Blue Ridge Center for Lifelong Learning is committed to creating a sense of community, 
focusing on individual enrichment and growth, ensuring excellence and innovation to benefit 

our participants and enhance the quality of life in our community. 

 

Center for Lifelong Learning Board of Directors 

 

Mary Johnston Joan Kershner  Carl Schoendorfer Laurel Ela 

 

Important Information 

 

Office hours depend on many things including class schedules. In general, the office is open during class 
times. The office program specialist, Gretchen Koehler, can be reached at 828-694-1740 or by email 
(g.koehler@blueridge.edu). Messages may be left at any time and are returned as soon as possible. 
 
If the College is closed for weather-related issues, all Lifelong Learning programs scheduled for that 
day are cancelled. If BRCC is on a delayed opening, please report to class at the scheduled time (i.e. 
10:00 a.m. if scheduled or 1:00 p.m. for an afternoon class). Always check before arriving for any last 
minute changes. Closing information is sent via Blue Ridge Alert and broadcast on local radio and 
television stations. You can also call the College at 828-694-1700. 
 
 

     
 

  Handicapped parking is available in front of the Sink Building.  

 

  Remember to bring a sweater if you tend to get cold as the temperatures 
in the rooms vary. 


